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Immigration: Our door
should always be open

[t's normal in times of financial uncer-
tainty, or even at other times, to call for
reductions in immigrant numbers. It has
always been a false response. We are
part of a world of political and climatic
uncertainty, in which for economic and
political reasons people are on the
move. In 2007-08, we took in 129,958
immigrants. That, leaving aside the urg-
ings of some who wish it should be a
higher figure, is the minimum number
we should take.

reasons we cannot ignore. This year,

the total figures for what they call "per-
sons of concern" to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees is 31,677,620.
They include internally displaced persons, s-
tateless persons, and refugees in general. Is
Australia, alone in the developed world, to
be more indifferent, less moral, less gener-
ous, more isolationist, more closed and
less internationally responsible?

In other ways, the external pressures on
immigration policy will grow, not lessen.
In Papua New Guinea there has in many
cases been little or no improvement in
standards of living since independence.
We are deluded if we think that growth of
informa-
tion and
easy
transport
will  not
bring
more of
our
neigh-
bours
knocking
on  our
door.

Tim
Flannery
argues our immigration rate is too high. Nei-
ther of us are climate sceptics. We believe
there will be a global-warming advance of salt-
water on, for example, the coast of Punjab and
the Bay of Bengal. This will displace millions
and create a tide of climatic refugees. Yet we
are urged to do less for such people than we do
now?

Flannery will say our environment demands a
reduction in immigration. But it iS our misuse
of the environment which has created our envi-
ronmental disasters. [t began when we import-
ed the "European Dreaming" of hard-hoofed
animals to Australia. It went on with the first
pastoralist who ring-barked for the supposed
reason that "grass doesn’t grow under trees". It
continued with over-irrigation, the death of
rivers, and the poisoning of a great area by sali-
nation. Our Euro-centric unwillingness, our
psychological incapacity, to adapt to the Aus-
tralian reality, as well as our lack of the skill
and will to decentralise Australian population -
these, and not immigration, are to blame for
the parlous condition of our environment.

The argument immigration is a pressure on
the labour market has been running since the
1830s, when convict labour was certainly a
threat to the employment chances of the free,
but when immigrants also were seen as a dan-
ger to workers’ conditions. It was a bad argu-

First, there are moral and humanitarian

ment then, and it’s a bad argument now. Immi-
grants increase demand and so generate jobs.
They bring wealth-creating skills - such immi-
grants are explicitly sought. In truth, shrinking
and limiting immigration has always been an is-
sue on which many have called for less, not
more.

In 1947, Arthur Calwell negotiated an agree-
ment with the International Refugee Organisa-
tion to receive displaced persons from the
camps of Europe. The desperate and energised
immigrants who arrived here speaking unfamil-
iar languages and wearing unfamiliar clothes
were seen as both a cultural threat and a threat
to employment. They were - went the cry - like-
ly to deprive Australian workers of wages and
conditions by working for cheaper returns. Ob-
viously, that idea was as wrong-headed, as
fraudulent, and as myopic as it is now.

As for public acceptance and fears about so-
cial cohesion, a Melbourne survey of 1948
showed a majority of those interviewed wanted
only British im-
migration,
though the Irish
were  tolerable
too. If Germans
were to be admit-
ted, they were

considered
preferable to
Jews.  Southern

- Europeans were
utterly undesir-
able. So no Frank
Lowy, no
Smorgons,
no Gustav
Nossal, no
Judy
Cassab, no
Frank
Knopfel-
macher,
no Harry
Seidler, no
Anthony
LaPaglia,
no Paul
Mercurio,
no George
Miller
(yes,
Greek),
no Mary Kostakidis, no Christos Tsiolkas.
Imagine had the apostles of social cohesion
and immigrant limitation and reduction got
their way. The reality of immigration proved to
be the polar opposite of what was feared.

We have here no secular theology of immi-
gration. We have no public monuments to
ragged masses yearning to be free. We have
sometimes intense initial resistance followed by
tolerance, fraternity and the highest level of
ethnic inter-marriage in the world. Australian
inclusiveness gradually spreads to include new-
coming group after new-coming group. This
history of immigration indicates it has enriched
the community by creating wealth and clever-
ness and imagination - all without destroying
the cohesion we want, and without creating
ghettos. Why reduce these possibilities? Under
the sanction of mere reason, less immigration
will make Australia less wealthy, less clever,
less imaginative and less of a successful polity.
Who wants that?

This article first appeared in The National Times
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Xopnyog Emkoivwviag: Epnuepida «O KOZMOZ»
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MIKPO EFKAHMA: Small Crime — Aodua. Zxnvobeoia: Xoiotog
T'ewoyiov, 2008, 85" Zra EAAnvixd ue ayylixovs vaotitiovs. IaiGovy:
Aopng ZeoPetding, Bixv Harxadomovlov, Pavia Owxovouidov, Avidvng
Karodong.

O Asovidag, veoQog 0LO0TUVOULROS, €xel MOMG uetatedel o’éva mave-
HOQEO, TTANV GUMS OTTOUOVOUEVO VNOE TOU Atyaiov. Ot emoryyeMLOTLRES
TOV JTQOXANOELS TEQLOQILOVTOL OTO VoL TOToDETEL TUVORIOES «ATTary0QED-
ETOL O YUUVLOWOS» OTLG EONURES TOQAAES TOV VnowoU. Ot ovvBrireg 6’
aMGEOVY Otav 0 Aewvidag avoxralPel 0TO YREEUS TO TTMUC TOV YE-
oov Zayapia. "Hrav atiynuo 1, 6tme VoryopeUeL TO €VOTLIRTO TOU Ag-
wvida, Ta medyporta dev eivor TO00 oA

ZTPEAAA: A woman’s way: Strella — Aodua (Avotneds axardiinlo).
(IToonyeitan n uixov uijxovs tauwvio. Bombshell). Zxnvobeoia: Tldvos X.
Kovrpag, 2009, 113" Zra EMnvixd ue ayyrixovs vaotriovs. IailGovv: Mi-
va Oogpavoy, I'idvvyg Koxwaouévos, Mivws Ocoydons, Mrérv Baxalidov.
O Tudpyog, 48 etwyv, amoguhaniletar uetd omd deromévie yodvia &-
YrAELOUOU YLoL €va (pAvo o ALETRAEE 0To YwELo TTov YevviiBnxe. To Bod-
OV ™G OTOPUAGRLONG TOV  SLOVUXTEQEVEL 08 €va Ve Egvodoyeio oy
Ouodvora. Exel yvmpiCet ) Ztpéhha, pic Suooqn vear] 1oavogEovah -
wn. Kavouv épmrta non dev agyotv va epmtevfovv. Ou hoyaoLoouot ue 1o
10ReMOGV Sums elva axrdpa. avouytol. Mio G “@Quiaxn” Tov TEQUUEVEL.
Moaki ue ™ Zrpéhha Ba érmel va foovy Tov dEouo meog v £Eodo.

MPOQTH ®OPA NONOZX: First Time Godfather — Kouwoia
Zunvobeoia: ‘Okya Maléa, 2007, 86" Zta EAAnvixd ue ayyrxovs vaoti-
tAovg. evdpio: Nixog Ilamavdoéov xar Odlya Maléa. IlaiCovv: Avia-
g Kagettomoviog, EAévy Kaotdvy, Taweyos Kiuovins, Tex Pardue.
T'og dudonuov rolTirov mnyaivel otnv Kot vo fogtioet to pmwod to-
TR0y roppatdoyn xow vroynjgplov fovievt. Exel Oa yivel IIPQTH ®O-
PA NONOZX ... yiat to ®0AG TS Anuoxpartiog ®ow tv orydsn tov [atépa
tov. Meyohwuévog omv Kalgpdpvia, o 11x0ovog AAeE Oa mpoomadnoet
va. atodeiEel 0e GAOUE %L ®UQIMS OTOV TOTEQN TOV OTL EIVAL AVTAELOC
y10g Tov. Ot ROUWROTQAYIRES OORUUAOIES TTOV TTEQVA, OMG KOl ULOL ROUL-
voupLa uhia, Bo Tov aroraAipouy Tov xS tov dPAuo Yo T Cwn.

MOAIZ XQPIZA: Just Broken up — Kouwdia. Zxnvobeoia: Baoidnsg
MuvoravOomoviog, 2008, 90, ota EMnvixd ue ayyrixois vaotitAovg.
HaiGovv: Tdvvys Towwtoédns, Zérta Maxovmoviia.

H HA€xtoo eivan o ouvnBopévy yuvaina oav oheg tig dileg. Mé-
XOL TL OTLYWY] TOV OVVERN TO “polpailo”, dev elye rauia RaUIXY| oyEon
UE TNV TEOYOTITA TTOV TUALYEL TO Gvoua tns. H udvn oxéon mou eiye 1-
tav e tov II€tpo. Tnv nuépa tmv yeveBAlmv g ®at evd oL gihoL g &-
TOLALoVV TAQTL- €XTANEN, 1100 1o YTHTNOE TV TOOTA TS TO ®OXO.Me
€va unvopa otov thhepwvnt, o TI€tpog g avaxrowvdvel ot B eL va
xwoioovv. To ujvupa 1o arotv Ghot ot pihoL TG eXTAS otd TV (OLaL TOU
Aetmer. AmogaoiCovv vo g ®oUypouvv To ovuPdv yia vo YLloeTdoouvv
TEWTO T YEVEDMA TNG... €TOL EERLVOUV Oleg oL mopeEnyrjoelg g HAE-
TQOGS UE TOVG PIAOVS TNG...

1HQY OA IIPOMHOEYTEITE EISITHPIA

Twég ewortneiov meofordv: evijhnes: $15.50, Mewwuéva / Zvvta-
Ewovyor: $13.00 (To ewottijpro €vapEng uovo eivan $35.00)

Koamijoeig yio ouddeg $ 10.00 (avd ewortioro). Ta 20 1 tegLocdteQa
ELOLTNOLXL VL0 TTQOETUAEYUEVES TEOPOAES. "Exmtawon Yo Taxéto 5 elot-
moiwv xouw tdvo: $70.00 (T Tévte dLopOQETIRES TOUVIES).

ITeploodtepeg mAnQOQpoOIiES:
www.greekfilmfestival.com.au | tnhegpwveiote
oto 9750 0440. E-Mail: greekfestival@goc.com.au




